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Those who have lead the life of 
Doctor Coke, will remember the lit- 
tle Dutch island cf St Eustatius, in 
the West Indies. It was there that 
the doctor attempted to preach the 
Gospel to a few colored persons 
who had begun ^o seek their souls' 
salvation, and had joined the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Society, but he was 
ordered off by the governor. St 
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Eustatius is one of the smallest isl- 
ands in the West Indies, and is only 
nine miles from the English island 
of St. Christopher, and about eighty 
from Antigua Though small, it 
possesses a number of ^ery interest- 
ing peculiarities. Its general appear- 
ance from the sea, as you approach 
it from an easterly direction, is very 
much like a truncated cone, a sugar- 
loaf with the top cut oflf nearly half 
way down. As you draw near, a 
very high, precipitous white cliif at- 
tracts your attention, and a stran- 
ger can hardly imagine such a wild- 
looking place to be inhabited. These 
" white wallsj" as they are called by 
the islanders, are at least one hun- 
dred arfd fifty feet firom the level oJ 
the sea, and, on a narrow inspection 
show lines running parallel witl 
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V 

each other, from four to six feet 
apart, which are supposed to indi- 
cate dijBferent eruptions of what was 
doubtless, at some very remote pe- 
riod, a volcano. This cliflf is like a 
belt surrounding a large portion of 
the island; and as cultivated fields 
and green spots begin to make their 
appearance above these heights, with 
the houses of the planters and their 
sugar- works, another thought is sug- 
gested to the mind, — How do the in- 
habitants get up and down these 
formidable cliffs? But as you sail 
along the south side of the island of 
St. Eustatius, you perceive that the 
sugar-loaf looking mountain is not 
the whole of the island. For seve- 
ral miles in a north-westerly direc- 
tion, a long line of almost level 
country, gradually sloping, termi- 
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nates in an abrapt range of hills, 
seemingly piled up one on the other, 
and one cannot help imagining that 
these latter were formed by the hug^ 
stones and other matter, thrown to 
that distance from the volcano at j 
ready alluded to. This is the moun- 
tain which was noticed at first, tow- 
ering some thousands of feet above 
the level of the se& It is one of the 
most romantic spots, perhaps, in the 
whole West Indies. What was the 
crater, is now filled with vegetdtion 
in its most luxuriant dresa Shrubs 
and tropical fruits growing wild, and 
immense forest-trees, especially the 
silk-cotton of the torrid zone, are 
found in this crater, in wild confu- 
sion. The pimento, or, as it is oth- 
erwise called, Jamaica pepper, is in 
great abundance in this hollo¥ 
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mountain. Nor is it without the 
mufiic of birdsi as well as the green- 
ness and verdure of trees and shruba 
The turtle, or ring-dove, the wild 
pigeon, the beautiful sparrow, and 
several species of the jay and thrush, 
keep up one continued concert, 
"while several remarkable echoes 
keep reverberating and repeating 
the notes of these joyous songsters, 
and reaUy making the impression 
€m the mind that they are of count- 
less multitudea To visit this de- 
lightful spot is no easy task. And 
yet young persons of both sexes 
fiequently get up a little social party, 
and go up into the ^' Quill," as it is 
commonly called. In order to make 
the journey each person is provided 
with a sure-footed pony or mule, 
and, deciding on some place of ge- 



14 THE PERSECUTING GOVERNOR. 

neral meeting, and some hour for 
sembling in the morning, they mt 
their preparations accordingly. I 
ly, very early in the morning, a sti 
made, and every family group 
attended by a servant to carr 
box or basket of provisions, as v 
as one to take back the animal 
den. At the place appointed 
whole company collect, and then 
out to ascend the mountain, 
they go, and still farther up, until 
path becomes so steep, that it is d 
gerous to ride any longer. Tl 
then dismount, and resume tl 
vtrearisome journey on foot At '. 
the wished-for summit is reacli 
Here they rest, and, turning rou 
look down upon the enchant 
scene below. Besides the vaj 
shades in the landscape, proceed 
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from fields of sugar-cane — some 
young and of a most beautiful green, 
others ripe and yellow, fit for reaping 
— ^here and there appear the residen- 
ces and sugar-plantations of theinha- 
bitanta Around these, are seen in 
clusters fruit-trees of great variety and 
rich foliage. But the ocean — ^the vast 
ocean, in the distance — ^is an object 
to the stranger of stiU surpassing in- 
terest. MGore than one-half of the 
entire circumference of the horizon 
is seen at one view; and if the day 
be clear, St Christopher's in the 
south-east, Saba in the west, St. Bar- 
tholomew's in a north-easterly direc- 
tion, and St. Martin in the north- 
west, can all be seen at once with 
the naked eye. 

. A spot is soon selected by the 
party under some shady tree, and 
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preparations are made for breakfast 
The descent into the crater cannot be 
performed without a great deal of cau* 
tion. In some places the little path, 
scarcely discernible, is obstructed by 
large ledges of rock, the surfaces of 
which, often flat, are so very steep, 
that you cannot walk over them 
without holding on to the shrubs 
and roots of trees on either side, and 
these are not always very secure. 
After some risk, and much fatigue, 
the guide in advance of the party, 
who is generally some fiiithful slave, 
announces by a shout that he has 
reached the bottom, and soon all meet 
with greetings and congratulations. 

One very common source of 
amusement while spending a day in 
this place, or, rather, a part of a day, — 
for the sun sets very soon behind the 
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edge of the mountain, and it be- 
comes dark very early, — ^is to cut the 
names of the visitors into the trunk 
of a very laige and very high cotton- 
tree. Neither the bark nor wood 
of this tree being very hard, this is 
no difficult matter, and thousands of 
names are thus in a very legible 
manner recorded, with the date of 
the visit. As this is the greatest 
natural curiosity in the island, Euro- 
peans or Americans visiting St. Eu- 
statins rarely omit to make a journey 
to the " Quill," and, following the ex- 
ample of their predecessors, carve 
their names on the large tree. Names 
of persons, and the initials of others, 
have been easily deciphered with 
dates as far back as 1740, and re- 
cognized by their own descendants. 

2 
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CHAPTER IL 

Semaikable peonliantgr^-Salt-weUa — CSftenui ftr 
raiH water — Avaricious water-dealer — Severe 
drought — Providential supply — ^No wharf— Roads. 

Another peculiarity of the island of 
St. Eustatius is» that there is not in 
the whole place a river, brook, or 
any stream of water whatever. Nor 
can water fit for drinking be obtained 
by sinking wells to any depth. There 
are wells, some of them very deep, 
but the water is so salt, that while 
cattle and horses will readily drink 
it, it cannot be drunk, nor even used^ 
by the inhabitants for culinary pur- 
poses. Where then, it may be asked, 
do the people of St. Eustatius get 
water to drink ? From the clouda 
Bain water is universally, used. 
Every house is furnished with spouts 
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along the eaves, and the water when 
it rains is thus led into very large, deep, 
well-cemented cisterns, where thou- 
sands and thousands of gallons are 
thus collected. These cisterns, or 
tanks, are arched above ground, and 
an inclined plane of mason-work 
well plastered, with a wall around 
it, is connected with each of them. 
Besides the water caught from the 
roofs of the houses by spouts, these 
inclined planes greatly assist in col- 
lecting it. Square holes are left in 
the side of the arch, and covered 
with lead or copper, through which 
innumerable little holes are pierced. 
The water thus rushes down and 
pours through these holes into the 
cistern, while not a dry leaf, nor 
piece of straw, nor any dirt whatever, 
€5an get in. On the top of the arch, 
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at one end, a little trap-door is erect- 
ed, on which a lock is kept; and the 
water cannot be taken out but with 
the consent of the owner of (be man- 
sion, who keeps the key. This is done 
because of the frequent droughts to 
which the island is subject, and of 
the consequent great scarcity of wa- 
ter. Especially on sugar-plantations, 
where there are many slaves to be 
taken care of, all of whom look to 
their masters for all the necessaries 
of life, is it wise to see that water is 
not wasted. 

Once, a number of years ago, 
there was a severe drought in that 
island. Cistern after cistern was 
emptied, and there was no rain. In 
vain did the people look, every 
morning and every evening, towards 
the mountain, whose summit first 
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attracting the passing cloud, always 
gives the first indication of a shower. 
Every cloud passed the little island 
without pausing to scatter one drop 
on its thirsty soil. Those whose cis- 
terns yet contained water, generous- 
ly shared with their neighbors who 
were entirely out, until their own 
households were in danger of being 
destitute of this great blessing. 
Prayers were ordered in the public 
congregations on the Sabbath-day 
for rain. The drought continued, 
and became alarming. Boats were 
dispatched to the neighboring islands 
with casks to obtain water. The 
water in wells became very low, and 
man and beast felt the awful eflFects 
of the drought. In the midst of this 
state of things, one person, desirous of 
turning this visitation of Divine Pro- 
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vidence to individual account, ao 
having large cisterns as yet scarce! 
touched, hoarded up this precioi 
gift of Heaven, and would not giv^ 
or but rarely, to a suflfering neighbo 
The object was to constrain them 1 
buy; and a price was set upon a pa 
of water at once exorbitant and crue 
The people were driven to nearl 
the last extremity, and one day moi 
would have witnessed a stran; 
sight among them. But the ve 
night before, when the hopes of t 
dealer in water were at their hi 
est pitch of realizing a large g 
behold the clouds came and 
vered over the island, and He " 
giveth rain upon the earth, and 
eth waters upon the fields," p 
down abundant showers, and c 
both man and beast to rejoice 
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There is yet another thing about 
tills little island which is ijt^rthy of 
notice. There is not a wharC nor 
pier, in all the (dace. Hie suif is 
almost always so high and boistep- 
OQS that a dock cannot be erected, 
unless a break- water could first be 
built This was once attempted by 
a scientific Swedish physician, but 
it failed With the waves rolling, 
coiling, and dashing on the shore, 
sometimes in great fury, it may be 
questioned how St Eustatius could 
ever be the place of commerce, 
i^ealth, and {denty, which it mice 
was, when it was called, by common 
consent among the neighboring isl- 
ands, the ^^ Golden Rock.'^ And as 
the stranger visits the ruins of some 
splendid buildings, which were, sev- 
enty and eighty years ago, the resi- 
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dences of men of great wealth and 
influence, and sees the surges of the 
ocean dashing their spray over the 
very walls of some of the out-build- 
ings of these once superb estabUshr 
ments, he wonders how any one 
could be induced to build such a 
house, lay out so much money, and 
consent to live in such a place. 
This surprise is increased on noti- 
cing that the lower town, or " Bay," 
as it is called, is built on the beach. 
This town is the place of business, 
and consists of two rows of build- 
ings, between which a narrow street 
is laid out " The Bay" is situated 
on the west side of the island, and 
behind the row of houses on the 
eastern side of the street, rises, in 
fearful, frowning grandeur, the per- 
pendicular cliff already described. 
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There are two zig-zag roads cut out 
of these clififs, one of which is paved; 
and by means of these the inhabit- 
ants go up and down, to and from 
the principal town, which is finely 
located on the level table-land above 
the cliflf. This immense mass of 
light volcanic matter, with only one 
or two feet of earth on the surface, 
as it hangs over the very houses be- 
low, seems every moment as if it 
would give way, and in one great 
avalanche overwhelm the town on 
the beach. Sometimes cows, sheep, 
or goats, grazing along the edge, will 
approach nearer, and stUl nearer, un- 
til the spot on which they stand 
bleaks away, and down they go over 
the precipice, and are instantly killed. 
When it is added .that earthquakes 
are frequently felt in this island, and 
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some of them so severe, that fiur i 
few seconds you would aapposc 
houses, cliffs, and even the mouu' 
tain itself must be shaken down and 
strewed over the sutface of the sea, 
it would seem still more wonderful 
that the island was ever settled by 
Europeans, and not left in the pos- 
session of its aboriginal inhabitants, 
the swarthy Caribs. Yet it is in- 
habited, and has been a place of con 
siderable conmierce. 

But how can any one land on 8u< 
a beach? How can large cargo 
from the United States, Englai 
Holland, and other parts of Euro 
be landed safely and without injv 
The ingenious and interesting i 
ner in which this is effected, wi 
described in the following chap 
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CHAPTER IIL 

Kind of boats used — ^PorterB and boatmen — Mode 
of landing — ^Danger and safety — Landing of mer- 

chandise — Steep ascent — 2g-zag road — Conyej- 

anee of porodoee — ^Tbe '^tnu^ — How used — 

(jreneral description of the island closed. 

In order to land persons or goods in 
St Eustatitts with safety, boats are 
built with very sharp keels, long, 
narrow, and deep. They have, of 
course, a greater hold in the water, 
and are not so easily upset as a shal* 
low, flat-bottomed boat would be. 
In the West Indies, all hard physi- 
cal labor is performed by colored 
persons. Boating; porterage, and 
eTerythiag of that kind, is done by 
either free persons of color, or slaves, 
who hire out and pay their owners 
&r their time. Now in St. Eustatius 
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there is a gang of boatmen, of strong 
muscular frames^ and such a com- 
plete knowledge of the surf, that let 
the beach be white with the foam of 
the restless surge, they scarcely ever 
hesitate to take off or land passen- 
gers or goods. To a person, how- 
ever, who has come from large cities^ 
situated in sheltered harbors, and sur* 
rounded with piers and docks, where 
you can step with all ease, and per* 
feet safety, from the wharf to the 
deck of a steamer or packet-ship, 
going on shore in St. Eustatius is an 
undertaking which causes no little 
perturbation. 

On the arrival of a vessel in the 
roadstead of the island, — ^for harbor 
it has none, — ^boats are immediately 
seen pushing off from the sandy 
beach on the Bay, and making to 
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wards it On their arriyal along side, 
which each endeavors to be the first 
to accomplish, should there be pas- 
sengers, the usual question, ^'Want 
to go ashore, sir ?" leads to a regular 
negotiation. Bargains being made, 
the passengers get in the boat, and it 
is shoved off Each boat has two 
oarsmen, who are so expert and well 
trained that they require no helms- 
man. A look occasionally towards 
the bow tells whether the boat heads 
right, or whether either of the oars 
needs extra efibrt to make it so. As 
they draw near the beach, the long 
undulating swell, which finally ter- 
minates in breakers on the shore, 
begins to elevate and then de|>ress 
the boat. The swells grow shorter. 
The oarsmen perceive themselves 
drawing near the surf, and they lie 
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on their oars, or, in other wo 
cease rowing until a good oppo 
Hity offers. They watch too ft 
good spot on the shore for bead 
ih&x boat, and for the help whic 
generally at hand. By common i 
senty each man comprising the g 
of boatmen, if on shore at the tin 
boat draws near, is bound to ec 
out and stand ready on the bei 
below high-water mark, to aid 
landing. Thus six, eight, or mor€ 
these fellows may be seen ready 
two lines, to seize the boat the insi 
ahe is within their reach. At a i 
ment which they judge the most ] 
pitious, the men resume their n 
ing; the boat is now fairly wit 
the influence of the surf; with 
rific velocity the surges bear her 
wards, and when the passenger, 
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used to such kinds of landing on 
foreign shores, imagines that the 
boat and its crew must of necessity 
be dashed on the shore, and upset 
in the foaming, roaring surl^ the men 
on the land, the moment the boat is 
within their grasp, seize the gunwale, 
and, keeping her upright, walk her 
up high and dry far above the reach 
of the next wave. All seems like 
magic, and the European or Ameri- 
can can hardly realize the point of 
time which has elapsed between the 
moment of what, to him, seemed im- 
minent danger, and the next in which 
he finds himself safe on the shining 
black sand of the bay of St. Eustatius. 
In a similar manner all articles of 
importation, of whatever description, 
are landed ; with this difference, how- 
ever, that when the boat is safely on 



32 THE PERSECUTING GOVERNOR. 

the beach, out of the reach of the 
surf, all smaller parcels bemg lifted 
out, she is then carefully turned on 
one side on her beam-ends, and be- 
mg propped up, larger and heavier 
things, such as bcirrels of flour, beei^ 
or pork, puncheons of com-meal, or 
boxes of dry goods, are all rolled out 
upon the dry sand and deposited in 
the warehousea But one of the 
mo0t laborious pieces of work, is to 
transport heavy articles up or down 
the zig-zag road previously alluded 
to. No wheeled carriage or cart 
drawn by beasts of burden, can carry 
a load either up or down so steep a 
path. Some of the inhabitants will 
ascend or descend on horseback, but 
even this others are afraid to risk. 
The conveyance of all merchandise^ 
then, is performed by manual lah 
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altogether. The prodnctions of the 
country, sach as sugar, mm, molass- 
es, yarns^ and a few other things, if 
in barrels or boxes, are lashed to two 
poles, and four men, with the ends 
€f these poles on their heads, some- 
times on their shooldeis, for a change, 
convey them down to the beach. If 
these products of the island are pat 
np in larger vessels, such as hogs- 
heads or puncheons, a little hand-cart 
called a ** truck," — ^with very heavy 
axles, four small wheels constructed 
€£ one solid piece of the hardest 
wood, and only a few indies in dir 
ameter, and a very long pole, — is 
used, ibis an operation not free fiom 
danger to the poor slaves to use these 
trucks, in conveying down the hill a 
large cask of sugar of twelve or fif* 
teen hundred pounda Eight men 
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or more lay hold of this long pole, 
and cautiously, step by step, let down 
this little cart with its immense weight 
over the round paving stones of this 
precipitous path. Barrels, lashed to 
poles, are conveyed up the hill on 
the heads or shoulders of men ; and 
heavier articles^ such as coro-meal in 
puncheons, or large boxes, are rolled 
up the hill — a long and tedious pro- 
cess. 

This general description must suit 
fice to give the reader an idea of the 
little island which Dr. Coke visited 
in the year 1787, for the purpose of 
preaching to the people the Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Br. Coke — Settled at Fetherton — Becomes con- 
cerned about religion — ^Freacheft, but does not 
tajoy vital godliness — ^Aoqoaintance with Kr. 
MiKfield-^Ezperiences a change of heart^Clexgy 
alarmed — ^Persecutions — Dr. Coke dismi^sed-^ 
Brew's character of him — Introduction to Mf. 
Wadeif'^Their union — Joins the Methodists^ 
Labors inJBngland — ^Yisit to Amexica — Returns — 
Starts for Nova Scotia — Gale — Brutal captain 
— ^Driven to Antigua — ^Methodism there already — 
Mr. Crilbert-^Baatter— Dr. Coke's reception-^ 
AniTal in St Enstatius. 

Db. Thomab L. Coke, to whom allu- 
don has been made in the previous 
chapters of this little book, was a re- 
gularly ordained clergyman of the 
Church of England. When settled 
as curate of the Episcopal Church 
at Fetherton, he became very much 
concerned on account of his own 
want of experimental religion. For 
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though he preached to others 
salvation of the Gospel, he was 
self destitute of a personal sha 
the blessings of God's pard( 
love. . He began to preach 
pomtedly on the subject of vita] 
liness, and that with such f< 
that crowds of persons attende 
meeting. Becoming acquainted 
a Mr. Maxfield, who had been 
of Mr. Wesley's preachers, he 
him of the exercises of his mind 
was very much aided by this 
man in his search after the 1 
At last the doctor experienci 
change of heart, and was enabl 
rejoice in God his Saviour, 
clergyman of the Establishmer 
came alarmed, and after numi 

* 

persecutions, Dr. Coke was 
unceremoniously d\sav\ss»^diV 
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curacy, without even the privUege 
of using the church to bid farewell 
to a people to whom he was much 
attached, and among whom several 
had been brought to the Lord by his 
instrumentality. Though the doc- 
tor was very much opposed to all 
dissenters, as they were called, and 
particularly to the Methodists, yet, 
hearing so much of Mr. Wesley, he 
took measures to see him. Such 
were his prejudices against anything 
which looked like deviation from the 
regularly prescribed form and order 
of the National Church, that he would 
not hear Mr. Wesley preach, because 
he did not preach in a church, but 
went to a private house where he 
knew he was to put up, in order to 
see hinL This was in 1776, and Mr. 
Wesley in his Journal says: — "1 
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preached at Taunton, and afterwwds 
went with Mr. Brown to KUigstoii. 
Here I found a clergjnoan, Dr. 
Coke, late a Grentleman Commoner 
of Jesus College, in Oxford, who 
came twenty miles on purposes to 
meet me. I had much conversa- 
tion with him, and a union then be- 
gan which I trust shall never end." 
In 1777 Dr. Coke joined the Method- 
ist Society, and the next year was 
appointed to labor in the dty of 
London. 

Mr. Drew in his life of this emi- 
nent divina says : ** The report of 
Dr. Coke'a conversion, — of his en(» 
getic manner of preaohing,*— of hii 
ill treatment at South Feth^on, of 
his being dismissed from his cnraey, 
and of his having joined Mr. Wea- 
hy^ WW 9ovk €JamV^\^ xSExxQ^u^hoiit 
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die Methodise connectioiL It had 
reached Londoa long before his ap- 
pointmeiit for the metropolis, and 
had excited strong prepossessions in 
his favor. His congregations were 
therefore exceedingly large, and fre- 
quently the houses were insufficient 
to contain the people. This induced 
him to preach abroad, whenever the 
weather permitted, and the congre- 
gatioa rendered it necessary; and 
Crod was pleased on these occasions 
to add many seals to his ministry. 
The ground on which Tavistock 
Square now stands, was at that time 
laid out in fields. In these he fre^ 
quently collected large assembliesi 
and much good was there done 
through his ini^umentaUty. 

" Nor was this popularity of a traa- 
sient nature. His eame8;Uiem>\i^&^^- 
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tivity, his piety, his zeal for Grod ; and, 
above all, his unconquerable desire 
to do good, which was always evin- 
ced by his warm addresses to the 
hearts of his hearers, insured him a 
cordial reception on all occasions,' 
even when more splendid talents, 
and more commanding eloquence, 
were compelled to plead in vain. 
To this ascendency in the affections 
of the people, the harmony of his 
voice, the engaging smile which his 
countenance displayed, and the cle- 
rical character which he sustained, 
no doubt, in part, contributed. But 
these inferior circumstances must be 
allowed to dwindle into their own 
insignificance, when compared with 
that peculiar unction with which God 
was pleased to attend his word."^ 

♦ Drew's Life of Coke, p. 31 . 
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After laboring several years in 
England, Dr. Coke came to America 
in 1784, in company with Mr. What- 
coat, afterwards ordained Bishop, 
and Mr. Vasey, to join Mj. Asbury, 
by Mr. Wesley's special appointment 
and authority, in the organization 
and superintendency of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church. The doctor 
was only six months in America 
during his first visit, but in that time 
he labored extensively and usefiilly. 
On his return to England he was 
not the less indefatigable in his work 
of the ministry. He visited the Nor- 
man Islands, and then, having con- 
templated a visit to Nova Scotia, to 
establish missions there, he embarked 
with his companions, Messrs. Ham- 
met, Warrener, and Clarke, Wes- 
leyan Methodist preachers, in Sep- 
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tember, 1786, for Halifax. It was his 
deagn, after spending as much time 
in Nova Scotia as was necessary to 
effect the object in view^ to visit 
again the United States^ to confiiCQ 
and strengthen the infant churchefi 
abready there ; but the God of mis- 
sions had determined otherwise^ and 
a field of labotT vas most unexpect- 
edly and providentially thrown open 
to this indefatigable servant of Giod, 
which he entered and cultivated 
with so much zeal, that in the day 
of eternity thousands of precious 
souls will no doubt rise up to praise 
God that ever Thomas Coke set his 
foot on the soil of the West India 
Islands. 

After a succession of gales^ and a 
long and tedious voyage of more 
than two months^ during which the 
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doctor was most shamefiiUy abuaed 
by the wicked captain of the vessel, 
all hope of making Halifax, the port 
of their destination, was given up, 
and their weather-beaten bark was 
obliged to put into the harbor of the 
Englifih island of Antigua Here 
Dr. CSoke found, to his great surprise^ 
a Methodist society.. A wealthy plant- 
er, Nathaniel Gilbert, Esq., had some 
yeara before visited England, heard 
llfr. Wesley preach, became concern- 
od about his soul, and sought and 
found the love of God. He soon began 
to preach to his neighbors and friends, 
and to bia own slaves Many were 
converted, and a society thus formed. 
Grod's blessing seemed to attend the 
enterprise, and he raised up another 
laborer to succeed the faithful Mr. 
Gilbert, A ship carpenter was 
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needed for the dock-yard in Antigoa. 
Application was made to the govern- 
ment in England, and a Mr. John 
Baxter employed and sent out This 
man was a Methodist local preacher, 
and finding a few of the little flock 
which twenty years before had been 
fed and watched over by the lament- 
ed Gilbert, he soon collected them 
together, and the work of the Lord 
was revived. The arrival of Doctor 
Coke, on Christmas-day, was a me- 
morable era in the history of Method- 
ism in Antigua. The meeting be- 
tween him and Mr. Baxter was truly 
affecting, and while the doctor re- 
mained in the island, he preached to 
crowded houses, administered the 
holy sacrament, and greatly strength- 
ened and confirmed the brethren. 
Dr. Coke, having met with such 
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success in Antigua, proceeded to visit 
other islands ; and having preached 
with much profit to the people in 
several of the English islands, landed 
with his associates on the shores of 
St EustatiuS) on the 24th January, 
1787. 
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CHAPTER V. 

JohMiAMi BttiMb, gofvemoir of Si £«tttefcifli>-^'fiii 
character'— How Methodism became introduced 
in the island — ^Black Harry — His persecutions — 
Bemarkable coincidence — Dr. Coke's friendly re- 
ception — Colored Christians' hospitality-^^lliinft 
for preaching — Tedious formality — Preaching 
before the authorities — No encouragement — ^Dr. 
Coke sails, after forming classes — Liberality — 
Poor Harry again — ^Whipped and banished — Go- 
yemment tyranny — Cruel law forbidding to pray. 

At the time that Dr. Coke visited 
St Eustatius, Johannes Runnels was 
Governor of the island. He was a 
native of Holland, and was educated 
in that country, but was of English 
descent. Being designed for the sa- 
cred office, he studied divinity, and 
was ordained a minister of the Dutdi 
Reformed Church. He did not, how- 
ever, take any pastoral chaise ; but. 
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more fond of political advance- 
ment than of laboring to save the 
souls of the people^ devoted himself 
to secular matters^ and seldom if 
ever preached. He was a rigid, big* 
oted Caivinist) and had not much 
toleration for those who differed from 
him in doctiinal views. There was 
a Dutch church in the island, gene* 
rally occupied by a minister of the 
Beformed Dutch Church. Occa- 
sionally, too, a clergyman of the es- 
tablished Church of England visited 
that island, and such vrete always 
welcome to the pulpit of the Dutch 
minister. 

Some time previous to Dr. Coke's 
visit to St EustatiuS) a slave, by the 
name of Harry, had been imported 
from the United States of America* 
This colored man had been a mem- 
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ber of the Methodist society in that 
country, and on his arrival, finding 
how much of ignorance and wicked- 
ness prevailed among the people of 
his own complexion, he began to 
hold meetings among them for 
prayer. These meetings were well 
attended, and ^^ Black Harry," as he 
was called, became so much encou- 
raged, that he was induced to preach 
to his colored brethren the truths of 
the everlasting Gospel. This 6o»* 
pel had been the power of Grod to 
his own salvation, and he was now 
anxious that others might also be- 
come the subjects of its saving graoa^ 
Crowds attended Hany's meetings^ 
and it was not long before seven! 
persons became awakened to a senee 
of their sinful natures, and sought 
and found the pardoning love ct j 
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God. These things attracted the a^ 
teatiou of many white persona^ who, 
oat of cariosity, went to hear Harry 
jMreach* The governor himself at<- 
teaded on one occasion, and was so 
weU pleased as to signify his pei^ 
mission, in an indirect way, that sach 
meetings should be continued But 
the storm of persecution was gath- 
ering. ** Harry continued to preach, 
until his word was attended with 
such power, that many of the slaves 
were so deeply affected as to fall an* 
der its influence, and to remain in a 
state oi stupor for many hour& This 
dreamstance created: an alarm 
among the planters; and the pro* 
pdet]r of his preaching was viewed 
in a very questionable light It hap- 
pened one night, not long before Dr. 
Coke's arrival, that dunw^ Ybixrj' % 
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preaching, no less than sixteen were 
affected in this extraordinary man- 
ner. This gave the finishing blow 
to his ministry. He was ordered to 
appear immediately before the go- 
vernor, and was forbidden by him 
to preach any more, under very se- 
vere penalties."* 

It was a remarkable coincidence, 
that the very day Harry was silenced 
by GU)vemor Ronnels, Dr. Coke ar- 
rived in St. Eustatius. Two of the 
colored brethren belonging to the 
little band raised up through Harry's 
instrumentality, which now amount- 
ed to abou^^^twenty souls, accosted 
the doctor and his associates as soon 
as they landed, and inquired " if they 
belonged to the Brethren?'' The 
doctor supposed they meant the Mo- 

* DreVs Life of Coke, page 1 75. 
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lavians, and began to explain ; but, 
to his great surpnse and satisfaction, 
learned that they were Methodists, that 
they had heard from St Christopher's 
that he and his companions were 
coming to visit St. Eustatius, and that 
tSey had prepared a house for their 
reception, and had united together to 
defray the expenses of their journey. 
To this house, therefore, they were 
conducted, and treated with the ut- 
most hospitaUty ; and such was the 
anxiety of those who had gathered 
together for religious exercises, that 
as the doctor did not feel it prudent 
to preach to them un^ the consent 
of the governor coula be obtained, 
they constrained him to sing twice 
and pmy three times before they 
separated. 

This consent was not obtained 
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nntil seyeral formalities had been 
passed through. *The doctor was 
required to present himself befooe 
the judge, by whom he was informed 
it was the governor's pleasure that 
he and his associates should be 
silent until the court could sit add 
examine their credentials, at which 
time it would be determined whe- 
ther they could be tolerated or not 
This was fixed for the following Sat 
urday, and they were subsequently 
informed that their principles, at 
least, gave apparent satisfaction. A 
private message was sent the next day 
to Dr. Coke, informing him that the 
council were desirous to hear him 
preach in the afternoon. This was 
accordingly done, and although they 
seemed satisfied with the truth <rf 
what they heard, the doctor and his 
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associates could plainly perceive that 
the establishment of a mission in 
the island was by no means likely 
to meet the approbation of the go- 
vernor. ' 

On the 10th of February, 1787, Dr, 
Ooke sailed from St. Eustatius. He 
had arranged the little society in 
classes, and appointed leaders, and 
left them in the midst of tears and 
regrets at his departure, while they 
gave liberal testimony of their affec- 
tion, by bestowing upon him an 
abundance of presents of fruits, jfel- 
Kes, and other things of the kind. 

Poor Harry, who had been silenced 
from preaching, after a considerable 
time had elapsed, ventured to pray 
with his companions in tribulation, 
not supposing that this would be re- 
garded as a breach of the orders he 
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had received. He was, howev 
mistaken. Information was lodg 
against him to the governor, and 
was cited to appear before him 
receive his sentence. Governor Ri 
nels ordered him to be pubU( 
whipped, then to be imprisoned 
a given time, and afterwards to 
banished from the island. This s< 
tence was executed, and under 1 
direction of the public executioi 
of all the crael edicts of the gove 
ment, who was a black man nam 
Isaac De Leon. Poor Harry ^ 
whipped in a most unmerciful mi 
ner. He bore the lacerations of 1 
whip with Christian fortitude, a 
afler remaining in confinement ( 
ring his appointed time, was secre 
banished from the island, but to wl 
place, his weeping finei\Aa ^«^ i 
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able to discover. It was ten years 
after Harry's banishment from St. 
Eustatius, that Dr. Coke most unex- 
pectedly fell in with h|m in one of 
the southern cities of the United 
Statea Here he was. free, and con- 
tinued faithful in the service of God. 

The tide of tyranny and persecu- 
tion continued to flow in upon the 
little flock at St. Eustatiua Gover- 
nor Bunnels was not the man to re- 
lent, or to be appeased. He caused 
an edict to be passed not long after 
Harry's removal, which, to use the 
language of the biographer of Dr. 
Coke, '^from its singular enormity, 
deserves to be held up in every pub- 
lic record, for the execration of pos- 
terity." 

This was the law referred to: — 
"Thaf if any white person ^oviSAXife 
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found praying with his bretfaren, for 
the first offense^ he should be fined 
fifty pieces of eight ;^ for the second 
ofiense, one hundred pieces ; and for 
the third ofiense, he should be whip- 
pedy his goods confiscated, and he 
should then be banished firom the 
iidand. That if a colored man should 
be found proffing^ for the first of- 
fense, he should receive thirty-nine 
lashes ; and for the second, if firee, he 
should be whii4>ed and banished. 
But if a slave should be found guilty 
oi prayings he should be whipped for 
every ofiTense." — Coke's Lifey p. 200. 

* A piece of eight is about | of a Spanish dollar. 



THS JPEBSBCUXINO QOTBILNOR. 57 



CHAPTER VI. 

Penalties incurred — ^Men punished for serving God 
— Ganse of gratitude — ^Hoetilitj to impro r e ment 
of daves — God will protect — Prosperity in afflks* 
tion — ^Dr. Coke's second visit to St Eustatins — 
Hostflitj of the governor as great as ever — Great 
increase ofMeihodists, notwithstanding — ^Dr. Coke 
Mib — ^Dnmken crew — Haa to return — EGres a 
house — ^Preaches once — Governor's violent oppo- 
sition — ^Doctor and associates quit the place. 

These penalties weie sometimes in* 
corred, and most rigidly executed. 
The poor slaves and colored persons 
who feared God, and had joined the 
Methodist society, in spite of the 
law, met to ptay, and sing, and serve 
CU)d. When discovered, however, 
and informed against, they we)re cru- 
elly punished. 

How very grateful should all per- 
wos be^ and especiaUy \V\e ^q\»!i%^ 
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who dwell in these United States, 
where the laws of our country allow 
us the privilege, and defend and pro- 
tect us in its enjoyment, of worshiping 
our Maker according to the dictates 
of our own consciencea And how 
very active we should be in trjring 
to spread abroad the religion of our 
blessed Redeemer. It is the want of 
it in the heart which makes men 
hate fheir fellow-men because they 
differ from them in religious doc- 
trines and tenets. If the same holy, 
meek, and peaceful spirit, which ac- 
tuated our divine Saviour, were pos- 
sessed by all who call themselves 
Christian kings, and governors, and 
rulers, there would never be any 
persecution, any torturing of one an- 
other for the cause of religion, noi 
would any of God's servants evrt 
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have been martyred. But the reli- 
gion of Gk)vemor Bunnels, of St Eu- 
statiusy was of the head, not the heart. 
He had the form, but knew nothing 
of the power of godliness. In ad- 
dition to his intolerant spirit towards 
the Methodists^ who were branded 
with the name of dissenters, every- 
where, the governor, Uke most of the 
slave-holders in the island at that 

time, regarded it bad poUcy to let a 

• 

slave learn anything but to work for 
his master. All gatherings together 
of the slaves, for religious purposes, 
were considered as ruinous to the 
interests of their owners. And as 
the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society sent out their missionaries 
principally to preach to the slaves 
and free blacks in the West Indies, 
it was regarded as tending to revolt 
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and insurrection, to allow them any 
opportunity to be thus instructed. 
But the God of heaven had raised 
up'the people called Methodists. He 
had owned and blessed their labors 
in England, in America, and in seve^ 
ral British islands in the West In- 
dies, where they were protected by 
the laws of Great Britain; and this 
same Almighty Maker and preserver 
of all who truly love and serve him, 
took the cause into his own handa 
The governor, or the king, may per- 
secute God's people, but the cause 
will prosper. Gt)d will overrule all 
this for the good of his own ever- 
lasting gospel 

The Uttle Methodist society in St. 
Eustatius continued to prosper in the 
midst of the furnace of aflliction. 
The few plain, svmpV, \vcve^\xea\fc\ 
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leaders and exhorters were all, of 
course, colored, or black men. For 
white persons to have become Me- 
thodists, would have been to entail 
upon them the greatest disgmce. 
Hence the work was at first entirely 
among the other class. Here it 
grew and spread; and when Dr» 
Coke visited St Eustatius, in 1789, 
lie found a Methodist society, num- 
bering two hundred and fifty-eight 
persons. This was the more re- 
markable, for '' against the missiona- 
xies, and all the fiiends of the goch 
pel, the iron hand of persecution had 
extended a whip of scorpions, and 
many had suffered firom their deadly 
stings." Finding the door still shut 
^igainst him, on this his second visit to 
1iie island, he sailed firom this inhospi- 
tsJble region^ January 1, 11ftft,\i«Nvci% 
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privately, however, baptized a nrnn- 
ber of these humble followers of the 
Redeemer. But God designed him 
to have an opportunity of preaching 
once more, at least, to that people. 
The captain and crew of the vessel 
were very much intoxicated. They 
lan against a ship lying at anchor, 
and were injured by the concussion. 
Their vessel began to drift out to 
sea, and the situation of the mission- 
aries was perilous. They had to ex- 
ert themselves for their own safety, 
and, finally, bribed the captain with 
ten dollars, to put them on shore 
again. This unexpected return to 
the shores of St. Eustatius, when Dr. 
Coke had taken his final leave, as 
he supposed, of the island, induced 
him to think that his being again 
driven back was a loud call from 
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Providence for him to bear a public 
testimony for God. He hired a large 
room for a month, and preached the 
next day, to a quiet and sober con- 
gregation, composed of individuals 
ivho seemed athirst for the waters of 
life. Being permitted to finish his 
discourse without interruption, he 
gave out his intention to preach again 
the next Sunday. But in this he 
was disappointed. Grovemor Run- 
nels heard of Dr. Coke's crime, and 
at a very late hour, sent for the gen- 
tleman at whose house he lodged, 
and threatened him with the ven- 
geance of the law, in case he shelter- 
ed under his roof such a flagrant 
transgressor. ''The next morning 
brought a message to Dr. Coke firom 
the governor, directing him to pro- 
mise that during his continuance in 
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the island, neither he, nor his asso- 
ciates, would, either publicly or pri- 
vately, by day or by night, preach 
either to whites or blacka The mes- 
senger was furthermore directed to 
inform him, that, in case of a refiisal 
to comply with this mandate, h€ 
would expose himself to a proseca- 
tion, to arbitrarjr punishment, and b 
banishment from the bland/' After 
consulting among themselves, the 
doctor and his associates concluded 
to obey the governor, and give up 
the island altogether, which was ac- 
cordingly done. Such was the bit- 
terness of the hostility manifested 
by the govemor of St Eustatius to- 
wards the Methodist missionaries, 
that it was felt wherever his power 
extended. An instance of this soon 
after occurred. Dr. Coke having 
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visited the little island of Saba, and 
preached the gospel there with much 
success, the people became very de- 
sirous that he would leave them one 
of the missionaries who accompa- 
nied him. The governor himself 
united in the request, and the peo- 
ple promised to support the preacher. 
Accordingly, Mr. Brazier was ap- 
pointed to Saba ; but no sooner did 
Governor Runnels hear of the ar- 
rangement, than, in his capacity of 
Governor General of St Eustatius 
and its dependencies, of which Saba 
is one, he issued orders for the ex- 
pulsion of the missionary. The go- 
vernor of Saba was obliged to com- 
ply, and Mr. Brazier was dismissed, 
though with evident marks of re- 
luctance. 

5 



«66 fJ^SE flBfidEOUrmO OOYERNOa. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Classes still meet — Complaiats less frequent — ^Laws 
relaxed, afler some years — Effects of religion on 
moral cliaracter — Governor Runnels again — His 
death — ^Family matters — The retreat — St. Bar- 
tholomew's — Another governor in St EustOtiuB— 
Mr. Abram Runnels — Methodism in St. Bartho- 
lomew's — ^Prejudices abating — ^Mrs. Runnels seri- 
'Ous — ^Dreadfld hurricane — Terrific scene — ^Loss 
-of life. 

Things continued in this state for 
some years. The classes would meet 
clandestinely, and the complaints 
against the Methodists became less 
ftequent It was soon discovered, 
too, that the religion of these persons 
made them the most quiet, peacea- 
ble, and harmless of the community. 
Tlie slavies were obedient and duti- 
ful " to their own masters after the 
iJesh, not only to \\ie gpodi ^\v4l %<i\v 
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tie, but even to the froward ;" while 
the " free" did not use their liberty 
for an occasion to the flesh, but by 
love " learned to serve one another." 
After some time, the laws were re- 
laxed. White missionaries from the 
English islands would occasionally 
visit St Eustatius, and were not hin- 
dered from preaching to the colored 
people. Thus the word of the Lord 
began " to have free course and to be 
glorified." 

Governor Bunnels was a married 
man. He had married twice, and that 
too from among the aristocracy of the 
island. The great mfluence which 
he consequently exerted, was natu- 
rally very much to the injury of the 
cause of the Methodists throughout 
the whole island. It was not to be 
expected that during his Yiie^vxv^ "ob^ 
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permanent footing could be obtain 
ed by them in St Eustatius. Bu 
Governor Runnels died, and wai 
called to render an account for thi 
deeds done in the body, and in hh 
removal the Methodists were reliev 
ed of a bitter persecutor. 

The governor left two daughters 
one of whom, the eldest, inheritec 
all the pride of her father, and all hi« 
opposition to dissenters of every kind 
But, withal, Elizabeth Runnels was o] 
a sweet, amiable disposition, and was 
naturally of an ardent, warm, gene 
rous temperament. Though she hac 
imbibed the sentiment that no fami 
ly, in the whole West Indies, coul< 
rival hers in respectabiUty and honor 
able standing, yet she was affection- 
ate and kind to all, and could readi- 
ly feel anotlier's wo. \V vi^^^ ^^^ 
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time before the governor's death, 
that Elizabeth wa^s married to her 
first cousin, Abram Runnels, one of 
the sons of her father's brother 
Geoi^e. After the death of the go- 
vernor, the government secretary, a 
Mr. Van Heyningen, succeeded to 
the office, and Mr. Abram Runnels 
and his wife removed to St. Bartho- 
lomew's, a Swedish island, about 
twenty miles distant. The Method- 
ists had introduced themselves here, 
a small society was organized, and 
a large room rented and fitted up 
for preaching. The missionaries 
from the EngUsh islands visited the 
place, and kept up occasional preach- 
ing. St. Bartholomew's is more of a 
conrniercial than an agricultural co- 
lony. Mr. Abram Runnels and his 
family resided in the only town in 
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the island, where he attended to I 
siness of a con^ercial charact 
Years rolled on. Methodism spre 
and flourished. St Bartholome\ 
became a regular station. The S\n 
dish governor began to visit the W 
thodist meetings, and at last t 
missionary saw his way clear to coi 
mence erecting a chapeL Mr. Rtl 
nels was induced, merely from t 
example of others, to contribute wi 
the multitude in the enterprise, ai 
signed the subscription-list. The 
was no other place of worship sa 
a Roman Catholic church ; but n 
ther the life of the priest, nor tt 
of his flock, was such as to make 
good impression, or to gain conver 
Methodism began to court and to w 
public favor. The chapel was 
last erected. The dedicatiott pass< 
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off well. The chairman of the Anti- 
gua difitricty and. some other eloquent 
preachers, attended, ^d the i^ord of 
God, as preached in its native sun- 
plicity and truthfulness, ^^ commend- 
ed itself to every man's conscience 
in the sight of God." Mr. Runnels 
mnd his wife wore at the dedication. 
They were both person^ of good edu- 
cation. He was a man of brilliant 
talents; but with all his powerful 
mindy and great piental culture, he 
was skeptical in his vipws of the 
leading doctiines of Christianity, and 
most particularly hostile to the peo- 
ple called Methodists, But it was 
getting fashionable to attend the 
Methodist chapel, aad np white pepr 
son of respectability in the island was 
satisfied, unless he obtained a pew, 
or a part of one, in that place of 
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worship. It was not long before the 
Runnels family wondered how they 
could ever have imbibed such preju- 
dices against the Methodists. The 
missionary was ^ man of good sense, 
his preaching excellent, and edify- 
ing. They began to read their long- 
neglected Bible. It confirmed all 
they heard from the lips of the Wes- 
leyan missionary. Mrs. Runnels be- 
came interested. The preacher was 
sought after, and invited to their 
house. His visits were very agreea- 
ble to them. Long and interesting 
conversations on numerous subjects 
of mutual interest to both men, end- 
ed in increasing the good impression 
made in behalf of Methodism. 

Circumstances led Mr. Runnels, 
after a while, to retire from business, 
to a pleasant countr}'-seat, two miles 
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from town, m|d situated in a most 
x>mantic part of the island. Here, 
n this "Retreat," as he called it, 
Mbra Runnels began to think more 
>f the things which she had heard, 
rhey had three children. The eld- 
ssty a son, had grown up, studied the 
nedical art in the United States, and 
0^as practicing his profession at Forto 
lico. The other two were daugh- 
srs, and were at home. 
Things progressed favorably until 
16 year 1819, when the great Ruler 
• aU things saw fit, in his provi- 
nce, to visit many of the West In- 
i Islands with a most devastating 
i destructive hurricane. These 
nds are very subject to such fear- 
storms, and not unfrequently 
hquakes accompany the dread- 
ornado, and lay whole towns in 
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the dust The gale tff 1819 
very severe, and St Bartholome 
with several other islands, sofli 
dreadfully. Mr. Runnels's housi 
the Retreat was only of one story, 
built of stone. People in those 
ands rarely build higher than 
story, because of hurricanes. Ei 
in the evening preceding that fea 
night, Mr. Runnels perceived i 
the wind was rising higher, and 
coming still more furioua It " 
fiom the north-west, too ; a drea 
pomt when from that quarter, sin< 
invariably increased to a gale. ' 
clouds over head were seen fly 
with portentous velocity to the soi 
east The sky became of a rede 
hue. The air between the blasts 
wind was dry and suffocating, and 
birds of the ocean retired in afFrij 
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to holes and caves in the rocks and 
hills. The wind increased^ and be- 
fore midnight raged with tremenr 
dons fory. Mr. RanneH like all 
other prudent West Indiani^ had^ at 
an early hour in the evening, fasten- 
ed up, with heavy bars on the out- 
side, every window and door, save 
one, in the house. This last was 
well secured in the inside, and yet 
kept ready for egres«| in cdse the in^- 
mates should be obliged to abandoil 
the building. The house shook and 
trembled, as if every succeeding blast 
would prostrate it to the ground 
The rain fell in torrents, and the loud 
thunder, and frequent vivid flashes 
of lightning, which rendered the 
darkness without still more intense, 
added in no small degree to the hor- 
ror of the sciene. At last, about 12 
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o'clock at night, one severer blast 
than usual took oflf the entire roof, 
with a frightful crash, and blew it 
away into fragments. All was now 
wild amaze within. The rain pour- 
ed down heavily into every room, — 
the lights were blown out, — and the 
walls, now divested of the timbers 
of the roof and plates, shook more 
than they had ever yet done. It was 
evident that tfcey too would soon 
fall in, and the father and mother, 
and two daughters, saw themselves 
as if doomed that night to a horrible 
death. The next furious blast rent 
the partitions of the rooms, and threw 
down nearly three sides of the 
building. The inmates, drenched 
with rain, had scarcely time to rush 
from the fated house as it fell. But 
what a scene was without! The 
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luctantly formed, with the missionary. 
This induced the young man to at- 
tend the Methodist chapel. He be- 
came awakened, convicted, — ^most 
deeply and pungently convicted, and 
finally sought and found acceptance 
with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ The aunt in St Bartholo- 
mew's, and the nephew in St. Eu- 
statius, "^on communicated to each 
other the story of their conversion, 
and greatly indeed was their conso- 
lation and strength increased. The 
aunt was the only white female who 
had, as yet, embraced Methodism in 
the place of her residence, and the 
nephew the only white man who 
was a Methodist in all St Eustatius. 
But they were not alone ; the God of 
Jacob was their God, their strong 
tower, and rock of defense. 
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Mrs. Runnels' union with the Wes- 
leyans was far from meeting the ap- 
probation of her husband ; and when 
the tidings arrived that a beloved 
nephew had also joined the Method- 
ists, his former "prejudices, measura- 
bly allayed by misfortunes, by the 
kindness and faithfulness of preach- 
ers, and by the convictions of his own 
mind, wrought by the Holy Ghost, 
all seemed to revive. He wrote to 
that nephew, and remonstrated with 
him, but it was vain and useless. 
Neither the remonstrances of that 
uncle, nor the displeasure of an es- 
teemed paternal aunt, nor the tears 
of an only and most tenderly loved 
sister, prevailed aught. A grand- 
nephew of Governor Runnels thus 
became a member, in less than thirty-r 
four years after Yi\» o\3l «ckS!fc%\at\M5AL 
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commanded mea to be whipped who 
offered prayer to God. 

Mr. Abram Rannels' health failed 
rapidly from year to year. Old age 
and infirmities constrained him to 
serious reflections^ and the provi- 
dence of God most kindly, in its 
order, provided helps to lead him to 
his Saviour. Among the frequent 
changes kept up by an itinerant mi- 
nistry, the Rev. Abraham White- 
house, of cherished memory to tens 
of thousands in the West Indies, 
was appointed to labor in St Bar- 
tholomew's. A new and.better house 
than the former had been put up at 
the Retreat ; and here this good and 
holy man oflen visited, to confirm 
and strengthen the wife in the good 
way, and to lead the husband and 
the daughters to God. ^^ N^^-a w^V 
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without success. All former doubts 
in reference to doctrines^ especially 
the immortality of the soul and the 
resurrection of the body, gave way 
before the force of truth prayerfully 
urged upon him by this herald of 
salvation. As Mr. Runnels became 
more infirm in body, he became 
more concerned about his sotil, and 
was at last enabled to cast himself 
on the Lord Jesus Christ as his only 
Saviour. He was truly converted to 
Grod, received the holy sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper from the hands of 
the Wesleyan minister, and died in 
1826, in full assurance of a blissful 
immortality. 

The widowed mother felt, as her 

afflictions were sanctified to her own 

individual spirituality, that an in- 

creasing desire took\io\dL oi\v^xW«!d 
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to see her children also brought to 
Grod. In this she was measurably 
gratified. Her son, her only son 
George, having returned from Porto 
Rico, practiced his profession subse- 
quently in St Martin's and St Eu- 
statius. But this young man, the 
last of the name, for his uncles and 
their sons had all died, was himself 
destined to a premature grave. Soon 
after his father's death, he began to 
show symptoms of consumption, 
and grew rapidly worse. . He was at 
last confined to his bed, and death 
seemed about to tear away the only 
son, as well as the husband, from 
that worthy followey of Jesus Christ, 
and thus extermindte the name of 
Runnels from those islands. The 
Rev. John Burton was the pastor of 
the Methodist Society at that time in 
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St Bartholomew'a This devoted 
missionary, best loved where he was 
most known, was the constant at- 
tendant at the sick-bed of the poor 
invalid. He had to contend with 
skepticism in this case, as his prede- 
cessor had to do in the case of the 
father. Long and faithfully did the 
indefatigable Burton labor to con- 
vince the poor dying grandson of 
old Grovernor Runnels of the truth 
of our most holy Christianity. His 
labors were finally successful. The 
light of the gospel shone upon his 
benighted mind, chased away the 
mists of error and of night, and he 
embraced most heartily the only hope 
set before him in that gospel. In 
1832, in full confidence of salvation, 
through the atonement made for him 
by Jesus Christ, George Runnels^ 
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the only remaimng lineal male de- 
scendant of Governor Runnels, died 
a Christian, through Methodist in- 
strumentality. Patiently and faith- 
fully did that stricken widpw contend 
with storm after storm, still maintain- 
ing her integrity to the last She- 
lived a pious and devoted life until 
1840, when she was called home to 
her reward in the kingdom of glory. 
. But, although the name of Run- 
nels has not one male branch to 
perpetuate it through future genera- 
tions, yet it lives, and is cherished in 
the hearts of relatives t>TlI^^famU^^ 
The grand nephew of the old Gov- 
ernor of St Eustatius, who was con- 
verted to God under the ministry of 
the Rev. Joseph Parkin, in 1821, still 
lives. In 1S26 he was called of God 
to preacirthe gospel, w\iV\e xe;«L^ 
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in Grenada. In 1829 he was receiv- 
ed' into the traveling connection, at 
the District Meeting held in Antigua, 
in the month of February, and ap- 
pointed to Tortola, where he labored, 
in much peace and comfort, under 
the superintendence of the Rev. 
Abraham Whitehouse, and in compa- 
ny with John Burton, already named. 
Circumstances led him afterward to 
emigrate to America, where he join-, 
ed the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and labored in the itinerant ranks for 
some time, once among the Oneida 
Indians^at Vernon, N. Y. ; he was then 
appointed to the African Mission, 
and, after years of toil and sacrifice 
on those heathen shores, returnefl to 
the work at home. "This is the 
Lord's doing, and it ir. marvelous in 
our eyes." The only white man, 
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native of the West Indies, who, at 
the present day, is a Methodist tra* 
deling preacher in the United States, 
j)erhaps in the world, is the descend- 
ant of that very governor, whose 
puny arm of persecution was raised 
to crush Methodism in his native 
islands. " For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your \^ys 
my ways, saith the Lord. Fo^s the 
heavens are higher than thie earth, 
so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. For as the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but water- 
eth the earth, and maketh it bring 
forth and bud, that it may give seed 
to the sower, andb£0ad to the eater ; 
so shall myjjjofdbe that goeth forth 
out of mjr mouth : it sVialOL ivo\\^\x3cw\. 
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unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall pros- 
per in the thing whereto I sent it'* 
Isaiah Iv, Sh-ll. 



THE END. 
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